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Red Panda Facts 

Common Name Red Panda 

Where do they live?  

Red Pandas are found in the mountain 

forests of Asia (Nepal, India, Bhutan, 

China and Myanmar (Burma)). 

What do they do and eat?  
Red Pandas live in trees and eat bamboo 

leaves, grass and fruit. 

How long do babies live with 

their mothers? 

After 3 months growing in their mother, 

cubs are born into a nest made of twigs 

and grass.  

Newborn cubs are covered in thick gray 

fur and their eyes and ears are closed. 

The cubs emerge from the nest at about 

3 months of age but stay with their 

mother until the next breeding season 

begins. 

How long do red pandas live? 

In a zoo, red pandas can live up to 14 

years. We think they live for around 7-8 

years in the wild. They are ready to have 

babies (cubs) after they are a year old. 

Why are they endangered?   

Red Pandas are nearly extinct due to the 

cutting down of the trees where they 

live. 
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Interesting Facts 

1. The red panda is the ORIGINAL panda.  
 

2. The name "Panda" is a Nepalese word for red panda - "Nigalya poonya"- which 
means "eater of bamboo.” 
 

3. Onee Chinese name for the red panda is hunho or firefox, due to their colour and 
similar size to a fox. The web browser “Firefox” is named after them. 
 

4. Like giant pandas, red pandas have an extra “thumb” which is simply an enlarged 
bone for grabbing bamboo stems 
 

5. A red panda eats approximately 200,000 bamboo leaves daily. 
 

6. Red Pandas red and black color camouflages them from their predators. The red 
on their backs is exactly the same color as moss found on the trees where they 
live.  The black on their stomach makes it difficult to see them from below. 
 

How You Can Help 
 

• Adopt-a-Red Panda 

• Sponsor a Forest Guardian 

• Become a Red Panda Ranger 

• Spread the word and raise funds for Red Panda conservation: 

• Participate in International Red Panda Day (IRPD) 

• Ask your Zoo and others to participate in IRPD 

• Host a Red Panda Party 

• Class Project 

i.Jump Rope  

ii.Auction (make or collect items, sell at event) 

iii.Hopping 

• Let us know: what you did, whom you reached, funds you raised, 

fun you had 


